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A WOMAN INTERVIEWS Th
For the Journal

" The First Interview Ever Given at the White House to a News-

L1)

Nation’s Chief Executive.

Journal young woman during the past week interviewead
A the Presldent of the United States. This I the first
time that o 1ewspaper woman was ever received in tho
White House by a P residentof the Unlted Seates for the pnr-
pose of an Interview for publication, _

Nor only Is the distinction unigque, but the intervlew betwepn
Miss Valesch and the President Is decldediy Interesting and
full of personality.

It was no. formal conversation, but n Teal tallk, and for the
reaton that a thing of the kind wes never done before the con-
versatlon [§ hers repented just as it took
place betweesn the yonng Journal womnan
and the Chlef Exeentive In Cabloet Room
of the Wiite House on the afternoon of
Tuoesday last:
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Comlng recently from the West to Wash-
: ington, I, lke many others, wanted to see
Progilent MeKlnley., More than that, I wanted to talk with him.
I had hedrd Wim described as o man of brogd sympathies, who
took nn intecest in soclal and industrial, as well as purely po-
ltlenl, problems, I wanted to talle with him: about these things.
My deglte wns gratified. I went to the Wihite House by np-
polntment at 1 o'clock, and was received by the Presldent in the
Cobluet roon,

A\l

‘a person Interested in political and economle problems, and de-
glrous of paring my réspects to the Fresident. .

These farts were adorned by him with yarlous and sundry com-
plimertary fringes which it svonld not be in good taste to repro-
duee, The Presldent listened courteously and greeted me with a
hearty g;rnsp of the kand and klndly expresslon of Interest, Just ns
If Le believed I were o person of some Importance.

(il ==

/% The President’s Courtesy of Manner.

Ho sat on a low chair mear me and chatied in ag easy and
annffectsd a manner g8 If e had Leen a private eltizen, His real
kindness and courlesy of manner wounld make even a shy person
foel nt pase, and I don't happen to belong to that fype myself.

Mr. MoKinley displays considernble tact In eoncealing the fact
that ho probably tulks of similar topics to severnl acores of people
every dity. In fact, he was kind enough to Intlmate that he llked
to meet people with hobbies, and who had no personol nxes to
grind, After the first grectings were over I said:

[y Fresident, T feet ss If I were Intruding in coming to, tnlk
to yau on geners] toplis, when there are so many people in the

“T went to
the White

House b)’ g anterooms hungering and thirsting for office.”
pointment at 1 Mr. MoKlnley lauglied very cordlally and sald:
o'cloclk, and “F pm glod to meet you becauke your purpose Is different from

‘ thetrs. I ke to meet the people—who don’t want office. 1 enjoy
was recewer} chat{lng with those who come In for a few minutes and say ‘God
by the bless you! They nre the people who sustaln and cheer me under

5 . the pressure of work and responsibillty which Is forced upon me
dent in the y.up om
Cabinet

room.”
v

Presi-

T cnime to s you because I am g student of practicnl affalrs,
especlally of the problems relating to soclal and mdustrinl ques-
tions. I hoad rother talk with a stotesman sbout such things than
read theorles out of books and try to apply them.”

The Presldent seomed to approve of my thirst for knowledge
from the fountalu hepd, and geayely replied:

My esecrt to {he White House, who happened, by |
— the waz, tv be very friendly with the Fresldent, introduced me as |

By Eva McDonald Valesch.

“You are right abont that, Experlence
and observation are the best teachers lu
aay Mpe of work."”

McKinley Asks Questions.

Then he began to gsk me gquestions; and
let me say rlght here that I do not believe
Mr. MeKinley 1z laborlng under any delu-
slon ' about' the return of prosperity. He
knows that it has not registered to any )
perceptible degree, and ndmits the foot
with the gravity aod simpllelty becoming
in g great stotesman. Hils conversatlon
mdlented that be is keeping a sharp look-
out for the first Indlentlons of better times,
und ho selzes on every straw which miy
ghow bow the wind blows, but he dld not,
even by implleation, attempt to tell me
that Ameriean workmen are prosperous,
or that the ante-ploction promises of his
party have been fulfilled. I liked his frank-
pess and cournge In deallng with this rath-
er delicate problem,
I told him I came recently from the
West. He wanted to know H I had seen
any slgns of returning prosperity in that
sectlon.
“Don't you think times are [mproving
in the West?" he asked me, polot blank.
Througlh my mind there fiitted a vision
of collapsed real ecstate Dbooms, unem-
ployed people, closed factorles and broken
banks: Wllle I would have lMked to make a more courteous
roply, T wis foreed to say: “I nm not ot nll sure of that. We
have so many ldle people and wages are so very uncertnin

with those

Looking Toward the West for Hope.

Presldent MeKinley bowed his head thoughtfully for a minuate
and looled up with a brighter conntenance and sald, tentotively:

“Tut crops are golng te be very good In the West, and that
will help,” ‘

I syppose I must look lke a farmer's danugliter, nnd lLe as-
sumed thot I wonld kmow &ll about ngricoitural conditions. 1
happen, however, to be one of those who spend all their timo in
clties, bug T thonght it safe to assent, and sald: “Yes, sir, I
helieve n good crop is expected.”

I forcbore to remind Ll that swe have had good crops for the
lnst three years, and that times hove not Improved ns a' conse-
gnence. The pext moment I was glad 1 had not gald more, be-
cadge My, McRlnley evidently puts some fuith in the agricnltural
forecast., He continued In an earncst woy:

“T really think there is gradual Improvement.  An Iown Sena-
tor was telling mie yery recently that the farmers In the Northwest
are motre prosperous tind satisfied now than for a long tlme past.
[ ‘think there I3 n gradoal improvement in ¢onditions."”

! The Tariff Lesson of the Continent.

] visiteld BEurcpean wcountrles Ist yeur nnd studled socidl and
aronomle conditions,”™ I sald, “and as n result I becnme converted
to your viows on the tari®, I had been ratber sceptical before.'

“1 am gind to hear that'" responded the President. “I find
athers who have obsetved European conditicns expressing yvlews
A knowledge of weges and conditions on the

sliplint to yours

PRESHY

“I like to mect
the people—who
don’t want office. =
I enjoy chattiug =
wha [
come in for a few|
minutes and say}
‘God bless you!'
They are the peo-
ple who sustain
and cheer me.
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Continent is apt to make one recognize the
value of a tariff to protect Amerlcan work-
men.'”

“I do not think now that a Nlgh tarif®
will of itself Insure good wages, but I am
wiling to admit that If glves a margin so
thie wage earners can orginize and perbaps
obtnin better wages.'

To my surprise President McKinley as-
sentod to thls propesitibn at once, and re-
plled:

“Yea when we hive a high tarlff we
koep the employment heps for our own
workmen, and, 8 you say, leave a marglin
for thelr wages to vise." g

This was libern] enough, hut T was not
quite satisfied yet, so I sald: “Don't you
think, My, Prosident, there shonld he a
taril on - Bhropean labor coming here to
ecompete with our workmen as well as on
the produet of thelr Ianort’

Agaln he was delightfully frank nnd
stralghtforward. His reply was:

“Yes, that ls & very reasonable proposi-
tion, and I think you wil lagree with me
thot much has been done ln that direetion,
We conld not cnt off immigration altogeth-
er, Thet would not be advisable, but we
are gradudlly finding out what-are the best
aud wiser vestrictions In relation to 16"

1 wns about to questlon him as to bhis
views on the mew woman when Bendtor
Tlatt was anpounced, and, of course, that
gottled It, The tuterview wos concluded.
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Nelther the expression of the face. nor
the goperdl mynner of the uan CArry out
the suggestion oOf sternness given in ples
tures, President MeKinley 1s p moenoof re-
markuble toagnetle powet, When he
graspd your hind the magnetle force 15 lms
medlntely apparent. He does’ pnd n?nenrs
Hke a person who hits searm blood 1 his
velug, who I ctyotlonal and Impnisive,
though he does not zive the impresslon of
remnriable individnility and foree wihileh I
liad expeciod.
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